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LEXINGTON WATER WATCH
Keeping you informed about stormwater issues and Lexington Countywide
Stormwater Consortium activities

A Favorite Midlands Summer Event is Coming Soon!
The Summer Celebration of Water will be held at Riverfront Park
in Columbia on Saturday, August 23rd from 10am-2pm.
www.summercelebrationofwater.com
Bring your family and invite friends to this FREE and FUN
educational end of summer celebration at Riverfront Park where
you can enjoy tubing, kayaking, water sports, and water slides.
Festival exhibitors provide hands-on learning such as a
demonstration of fishing techniques and other activities.
Volunteers are needed too. Contact Mary Hite or Susan Licher,
at: (803) 785-8201 or mhite@lex-co.com or slicher@lex-co.com
to volunteer or for more information.

Reduce Your Use and Impact of Household Hazardous Waste
If you walk around your garage, kitchen, bathroom, or workshop, you'll probably find hazardous
materials or products you and your family use daily. Hazardous materials that can no longer be
used become household hazardous waste (HHW). HHW includes hazardous materials such as
household cleaners, paints, paint thinners, motor oils, gasoline, pesticides, and even personal
care products. HHW may pose a threat to human health or the environment if it is not disposed
of properly.
Therefore, Lexington County and LCSC hosted two HHW disposal event this year, a first for the
county. Lexington County also regularly hosts electronic waste (e-waste) recycling events. Over
these two HHW events residents of Lexington County properly disposed of: 14,443 lbs of HHW
and 36,560 lbs of e-waste.
In addition to properly disposing of HHW, there are other ways to reduce your use of hazardous
materials and if you do use them, the impacts from those materials.
 Read labels on your products and ask yourself, "Do I really need to use this product?" Safer
alternatives may exist, such as compost instead of chemical fertilizers, cedar chips instead of
mothballs, or boric acid instead of commercial ant and roach killers.
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Reduce Your Use and Impact of Household Hazardous Waste

(continued)

 Think about activities in your home that generate HHW and ask, "Is there a safer
way I could do this?" For example, you could use sandpaper or a heat gun instead
of chemical paint strippers or a plunger instead of a chemical drain cleaner.
 If you must use hazardous products, read and follow the specific instructions on
labels. Most products provide instructions for use and proper disposal.
 Buy hazardous products only in the quantity you need and use the product up
entirely; consider how you will dispose of unused portions of a hazardous product
before you purchase it.
 Make sure you don't use too much of a product. More is not necessarily better. In
fact, using more material than necessary costs you money and may be more
hazardous for you or the environment.
 If they are still in useable condition, either use them up yourself or share with a
responsible friend or neighbor that needs the products. Recycle what can no
longer be used.
 Store hazardous products according to the instructions on labels.

A few of the items collected
during the HHW events.

 Unless the containers are leaking, always keep hazardous products in their original containers. The containers are
designed specifically for the products.
 Immediately clean up any spills or leaks according to the instructions on labels.
 Make sure the containers always have readable labels. If a label comes off or can no longer be read, make a new
label with a permanent marker.
The County is committed to providing HHW and e-waste events to reduce potential pollution. For information on
future collections, visit the Lexington County Solid Waste Management website at lex-co.sc.gov\recycling

Fats, Oils, and Grease Find New Homes
A major contributor to fecal coliform levels in our waterways is sewer line leaks that are caused by disposing of fats,
oils, and grease (FOG) down kitchen sinks. In addition, if your household is on septic, FOG can wreck havoc on your
septic tank. The best way to reduce sewer lines clogs and breaks and to keep your septic system running smoothly is to
recycle the FOG (see locations on next page), repurpose FOG into bird suet (see recipe on next page), or dispose of FOG
in the trash. Simply pour your fats, oils, and grease into a container, allow to cool, and when full, recycle it or keep it
for use in bird suet or dispose of it in your kitchen trash.
Businesses now also have a local place to dispose of their septage and grease/oils. The City of Cayce has completed
construction of a 100,000 gallon per day septage and grease/oil treatment facility. This facility will provide Lexington
County with a convenient facility for proper treatment and disposal of this waste. Until now, proper disposal of this
type of waste was very expensive due to the hauling costs associated with transporting it to treatment /disposal
facilities in other areas of the state.
By providing a treatment facility for this waste in Lexington County, a local, more affordable means of disposal is
available. The facility is located at the old wastewater treatment plant, adjacent to the new City of Cayce Regional
Wastewater Treatment Plant. For more information regarding Cayce’s facility, contact Keith Murphy, Superintendent
of Treatment Facilities, at (803) 739-5366 or kmurphy@cityofcayce-sc.gov
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Twelve Mile Creek Watershed Grant - Check to See if You Qualify!
Lexington County was awarded a grant from the SC Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC) to
implement best management practices that target the non-point sources of fecal bacteria in the Twelve Mile Creek
Watershed. Twelve Mile Creek is a tributary to the Lower Saluda River, and runs from the Town of Gilbert, through the
Town of Lexington, and ends where it joins Fourteen Mile Creek (see map below). Twelve Mile Creek is impaired due to
high levels of fecal coliform bacteria, an indicator of human and animal waste.
The project is a voluntary program that promotes the use of best management practices to help reduce bacteria levels
by providing monetary assistance to land owners located within the watershed. The project includes:
 Up to 60% cost share assistance to repair or replace failing septic systems.
 Up to 60% cost share assistance to farmers who install conservation practices as part of a conservation plan.
 Promotion of proper repurposing, recycling, or disposing of fats, oils, and grease (FOG).
Participation in the program is voluntary, and land owners are encouraged to contact Susan Licher, Environmental
Coordinator, at 803-785-8634 for more information.

Fats, Oils, and Grease Find New Homes
Bird Suet Cake Recipe (taken from The Farmer’s Almanac)
2 parts melted fat (saved from cooking)
2 parts yellow cornmeal
1 part peanut butter
Mix all ingredients together and cook for a few minutes. Pour into
small containers (tuna fish cans are good), and refrigerate or freeze
until needed. Mixture can also be stuffed into 1-inch holes drilled into
small logs and hung from trees.
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Places to Recycle FOG

All 11 Lexington County Recycling Centers
 301 Ball Park Rd, Lexington
 6109 Bush River Rd, Columbia
 103 Distant Ln, Chapin
 498 Landfill Ln, Lexington
 125 Beulah Church Rd, Hollow Creek
 702 South Lee St, Leesville
 1325 S. Pine St, Pelion
 110 River Chase Way, Lexington
 3241 Charleston Hwy, Cayce
 538 Martin Neese Rd, Swansea
 419 Sandpit Rd, Summit
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The Lexington Countywide
Contact Information
Lexington County Public Works
Attn: Susan Licher, Environmental Coordinator
440 Ballpark Road
Lexington, SC 29072-2240
Phone: 803-785-8634
Mobile: 803-429-8829
Fax: 803-785-8593
Email: slicher@lex-co.com

Stormwater Consortium (LCSC) is
comprised of the communities of
Cayce, South Congaree, Springdale,
West Columbia, Irmo, Pine Ridge,
Lexington, and Lexington County.
We seek to protect Lexington
County’s waterways and natural
resources for the benefit and
enjoyment of our citizens.

We’re on the web

LCSWC.com

LCSC Quarterly Meeting—August 7, 2014, at USC Green Quad
The Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium was graciously invited to hold its next quarterly meeting on
Thursday, August 7th from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the University of South Carolina’s Green Quad, Room 102. In addition
to the regular business meeting, a speaker will provide an overview of the opportunities provided to USC students
through the Green Quad Residence Hall and the benefits of the Sustainable Carolina program.
To locate the Green Quad, also known as the West Quad, please follow this link (www.housing.sc.edu/virtualtour/
index.php) for a campus map, and then click on location #10 for a virtual tour of the facility. Parking for this meeting
will be metered parking near the residence hall. At this time of the year, metered parking should be readily available.
LCSC Members and Educational Partners will receive an Outlook Calendar invitation for this quarterly meeting. Please
note Susan Licher’s contact information is in the upper left hand corner of this page if you need further information.
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