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LEXINGTON WATER WATCH
Keeping you informed about stormwater issues and Lexington Countywide
Stormwater Consortium activities

SUMMER CELEBRATION OF WATER 2015 - BEST EVER
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Summer Celebration of Water 2015 had it
all...picturesque views, history, excitement, education, and a
variety of water experiences. Unlike amusement parks, there
were no tickets to buy. There was free water to drink, short
lines, useful give-aways, prizes, and touch-and-learn exhibits.
While August 22nd on the Columbia Canal was a typically hot
day in the Midlands, people at this event dressed to get wet,
and stayed cool on kayaks, paddleboards, water slides and in
dunking booths.
When festival goers weren’t getting wet, they were
learning. The newest opportunity was a tour of the old historic
water plant which utilized early hydroelectric power. After
learning about how water was managed in the past, visitors
were taken to the modern day City of Columbia Hydro plant
nearby to see firsthand how their drinking water is produced
and provided.
The exhibit area booths, staffed by water experts,
demonstrated the importance of clean water to aquatic and
human life with the goal of
instilling love for our waterways
and a desire to take care of
them. Over 1,200 people of all
ages attended this festival and
some reported that it was their
2nd or third year in a row!

Doggy Dooley
Winner for
August

3

Stormwater
101 for Middle
School Classes

3

Fall Festival,
Irmo Public
Library

3

Next LCSC
4
Quarterly Mtg.
Town of Pine
Ridge
Important Dates
October 30, 2015
Rain Barrel
Workshop–
Lexington County
LCSC Quarterly
Meeting, Nov. 18,
2015 Town of
Pine Ridge

COMING OCTOBER 30, 2015: “Build Your Own Rain Barrel Workshop”
The Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium conducts a “Build Your Own Rain Barrel” Workshop each spring and fall. The

date for the workshop this fall is Friday, October 30, 2015. The class is
now open to the first 25 people to send in the registration fee of $25.00
to make a rain barrel to use at their homes. Rain barrels collect stormwater from rooftops for later use in watering plants, washing cars,
washing pets or tools. Please click on the link below to obtain a copy of
the flyer with the registration form at the bottom to cut out and mail in .
You may also contact Tina Blum, Lexington Soil & Water Conservation District (803) 359-3165, ext. 3 for registration information.
http://www.lex-co.sc.gov/departments/DeptIQ/publicworks/
Documents/stormwater%20docs/LCSC%20RB%20wkshp%20flyer%2010
-30-2015.pdf

2015 GREEN BUSINESS CONFERENCE
The theme of the 2015 Green is Good for
Business conference was Sustainability Speedway—Racing 2 Green to highlight alternative
sources of energy. The conference was held at the
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center on September 29, 2015. Among the many “green” topics
addressed in the breakout sessions, one entitled
Blue is Good For Business offered stormwater,
wastewater and drinking water advice for businesses. Approximately 200 Midlands business and municipal leaders attended the conference, and
were treated to an Alternative Fuel Roadshow sponsored by the Palmetto State Clean Fuels Coalition. The roadshow was held outside the convention center and consisted of an alternative fuel
vehicle display. Whether for business or personal use, these vehicles run an some type of alternative fuel making them great for the environment and the corporate bottom line! On display were
Tesla, Zero Motorcycles, electric ATVs and a Nissan Leaf.
The Lexington County Public Works Stormwater Division, a member of the Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium (LCSC), attended as an exhibitor promoting best management
practices to decrease stormwater runoff pollution and our upcoming rain barrel workshop.
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Doggie Dooley Winner for August
Lexington County Animal Services continues to offer people who kindly adopt
their canine residents the opportunity to enter a drawing for an underground pet waste
disposal system. The unit in the photo is a Doggie Dooley model 3800. It was awarded
to Mr. Brady Porth in the Lexington area of Lexington County. Mr. Porth adopted
“Mayor” a male Chinese Sharpei. When this unit is placed underground, only the
green hinged top will appear above ground to be easily opened to collect Mayor’s
waste. Water is needed along with a digester product that breaks down dog waste into
a ground-absorbed liquid. Billy Derrenbacher, Director of Animal Services will continue
to do a quarterly drawing to provide more Doggie Dooleys to their new dog owners.

Stormwater 101 for Middle School Classes
On September 24th & 25th Scott Martin, Environmental Coordinator, was invited to conduct Stormwater
101 Classes for five classes of 7th graders at Busbee Middle School in Cayce. Stormwater 101 explains stormwater
runoff and how it adversely affects water quality resulting from common pollutants picked up by rain water as it
travels to earth and runs through the storm drain system to the nearest waterway. Students learn not only how the
county has responsibility for managing stormwater runoff, but also how they & their families can minimize stormwater pollution where they live.

Irmo Public Library’s Fall Festival
Mary Hite, Stormwater Outreach Assistant, staffed a LCSC display at the Irmo Public Library’s Fall Festival
held on Saturday, September 29. 2015, from 3:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. The display focused on proper disposal of pet
waste and on recycling . Visitors to the table were provided with information on pet waste stations, appropriate
disposal of pet waste (Trash the Poop Campaign) and on the Lexington County recycling centers.
The library has a lovely habitat garden on its premises built, maintained and donated by the Irmo
Women’s Club where people can find a bench to read, relax and experience native plants and trees This garden
also attracts dog walkers, thus the display was focused on reducing a major component of water pollution, - pet
waste. In the two hour period of the event, leash bag holders were distributed to dog
owners, and information was provided about volunteer opportunities for Lexington
County residents to make pet waste stations. The collection hours of the Lexington
County recycling center with information on their locations was also distributed. Later
in the Fall, the LCSC will donate a pet waste station to be installed near the garden when
improvements to the garden will be made. Below are photos of the display , the habitat
garden and the festival.
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The Lexington Countywide
Contact Information
Lexington County Public Works
Attn: Scott Martin, Environmental Coordinator
440 Ballpark Road
Lexington, SC 29072-2240
Phone: 803-785-8634
Fax: 803-785-8593
Email: smartin@lex-co.com

Stormwater Consortium (LCSC) is
comprised of the communities of
Cayce, South Congaree, Springdale,
West Columbia, Irmo, Pine Ridge,
Lexington, and Lexington County.
We seek to protect Lexington
County’s waterways and natural
resources for the benefit and
enjoyment of our citizens.

We’re on the web

LCSWC.com

LCSC Quarterly Meeting—November 18, 2015
The Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium will hold its next quarterly meeting on
Wednesday, November 18, 2015, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Town of Pine Ridge
located at 2757 Fish Hatchery Road .
LCSC Members and Educational Partners will receive an Outlook Calendar invitation for this
quarterly meeting. Please note that Scott Martin’s contact information is in the upper left
hand corner of this page if you need further information.
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