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LEXINGTON WATER WATCH
Keeping you informed about stormwater issues and Lexington Countywide
Stormwater Consortium activities

FIRST E-WASTE EVENT OF 2016—A SUCCESS IN SPRINGDALE
Inside This Issue

On Saturday, January 16th, 292 cars full of Lexington County residents rolled into the
parking lot of Springdale Baptist Church and unloaded tons of electronics that were no
longer of use to them to be recycled. They were met by Michael Bishop, Mayor of
Springdale, along with community volunteers who thanked them for participating
and offered them a gift of a personal recycling bin and a cup that had the contact
information for the recycling office on it.
This was the first of four events that will be held in 2016 in Lexington County to assist
residents in properly recycling E-waste, household hazardous waste, and paper. Recycling
not only reduces pollutants in our environment, but
extends the life of our landfill and use of land for that
purpose.
Please click http://www.lex-o.sc.gov/departments/
DeptRZ/solidwaste/Pages/index.aspx for dates on
upcoming electronic waste and household hazardous
waste events. The Lexington County Solid Waste
Department’s Recycling Coordinator, Rick VanDerGeest, will be hosting these recycling
opportunities with assistance from the Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium.

LCSC Banner

2

Recycle Day—A
Green is Clean
event.

3

New LSWCD
Director

4

Keep the
Midlands
Beautiful Joins
the LCSC

5

The LCSC
Launches A
Watershed Sign
Deisgn Contest

5

Next LCSC
Quarterly Mtg.

6

Important Dates
April 9 - Recycle
Day—Saxe Gothe
Presbyterian
April 23
Backyard Garden
Day
May 18 - next
LCSC meeting.

THE LCSC HAS AN EYE-CATCHING BANNER
Engaging the public in the mission
of the Lexington Countywide
Stormwater Consortium (LCSC) is
the key to cleaner waterways.
Stormwater runoff is the number
one source of pollution of our waterways. Only education, stakeholder collaboration and citizen involvement in behavioral change
will turn the tide toward keeping
our creeks, streams, rivers, lakes
and ground waters drinkable, fishable and swimmable.
Stormwater managers within Lexington County and the municipalities that make up the LCSC voted to
create a eye-catching banner to display at town and county festivals,
meetings and
other public
events to inform the public of their mission to work toward
cleaner waterways.
The skills of the Environmental Coordinator and the former Lexington County Recycling Coordinator in designing and planning
the wording to use on the banner resulted in a “thing of beauty”
that states how people can work together to preserve our waters. When you see this banner, please read it, and engage in
the conversation on how to become part of the solution to make
our beautiful waterways cleaner and safer for generations to
come.
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GREEN IS CLEAN EVENTS
During April, the Lexington County Solid Waste Department Recycle Coordinator, Rick VanDerGeest,
in partnership with the Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium, Keep the Midlands Beautiful
and the South Carolina Department of Agriculture is providing two events to help Lexington County
Residents care for the earth, Recycle Day (see flyer below for details) and a compost and compost
bin sale (see flyer on page 6).
Recycle Day is a large event at which Lexington County residents can recycle electronic waste (Ewaste), gently used shoes and paper. In addition to these recyclables, household hazardous waste
(HHW) that poses health risks and can contaminate our land and waterways will also be collected,
contained and properly disposed of by a certified HHW company. For more information on these
events, click on this link to the Lexington County recycling page. http://www.lex-co.sc.gov/
departments/DeptRZ/solidwaste/Pages/GreenIsClean.aspx

Page 3

LLEXINGTON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT HAS A NEW DIRECTOR
The Lexington Soil and Water Conservation District (LSWCD) recently hired
Carolyn Hefner as District Manager. She assists the District in carrying out its
mission. A major objective is developing a comprehensive Annual Plan of Work
and a 5 year plan. This requires the District to identify action items related to
rural and urban landscape with emphasis on conservation and natural resources. Natural resources education is administered through outreach programs and workshops for the public, technical audiences and schools.
Carolyn works with the Conservation District Chair to develop board action
items and the monthly meeting agenda. The LSWCD Manager insures that the
District is following “Open Meetings Laws” and District policies and procedures.
Carolyn was the Operations Division Director for the West Virginia Conservation
Agency for twenty years She brings a wealth of knowledge as she managed WV
Conservation Districts statewide providing oversight and accountability for their
32 million dollar budget that included agriculture programs and projects. She
also managed the Agency’s Fiscal Operations and IT sections that included a 12 million dollar budget. Carolyn worked
with the WV Legislature in securing operating funds, watershed projects and conservation district allocations. She coordinated the operation, maintenance and repair of 170 watershed structures and 7 channels built with federal funding
utilizing PL-534 and PL-566 in partnership with USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service, Conservation State Committee, Conservation Agency and local Conservation Districts.
During state and national flood disasters Carolyn was the Agency liaison between the Governor’s Office, Division of
Homeland Security and Emergency Management, FEMA, NRCS and local county governments. Ms. Hefner participated
on state and national committees including the Chesapeake Bay-Potomac River Watershed Initiatives. She developed
and administered a 5 million dollar Agriculture Water Quality Loan Program (AWQLP). Combining this program with
USDA-NRCS one watershed was removed from the EPA 303D listing.
Carolyn was a member and past chair of the National Association of State Conservation Agencies (NASCA), served on
committees of the National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) and as treasurer of the International Envirothon. She was an active member of the National Watershed Coalition (NWC) and Mid-Atlantic Chapter (MAC) of the
International Erosion Control Association.
Ms. Hefner was a member for 6 years of The Ohio River Basin Alliance (ORBA), a seventeen state initiative, and served
as chair for three terms on the ORBA Steering Committee. In this role she worked closely with the US Army Corps of
Engineers, The Nature Conservancy, Ohio River Consortium for Research and Education (ORBCRE), Marathon Petroleum Company, American Electric Power and Electric Power Research Institute, Battelle and Muskingum Watershed
Conservancy.
In her spare time Carolyn enjoys golfing, hunting and relaxing on her farm located in the eastern panhandle of West
Virginia.
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KEEP THE MIDLANDS BEAUTIFUL JOINS THE LCSC
The Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium welcomes it’s newest Educational Partner, Jacqueline Buck.
Jacqueline joined Keep the Midlands Beautiful in December of 2011 as the group's
executive director. Jacq’s experience in advertising and publishing having worked
in the publishing industry for many years has helped expand the brand and visibility
of Keep the Midlands Beautiful. KMB was awarded “Keep America Beautiful 2013,
2014 & 2015 President’s Circle Award and also locally the non-profit award from
the Greater Irmo Chamber of Commerce. Recently Keep the Midlands Beautiful
was able to purchase the office building at 1307 Augusta Rd, West Columbia
through the generous donations of donors. With over 3,000 volunteers yearly, KMB
is a vibrant non-profit that saves the Midlands hundreds of thousands of dollars
whilst investing in the community through grants and funds raised through their
annual Gala for a Greener Midlands.
Originally from New South Wales in Australia, Jacq has traveled extensively and has lived abroad; she enjoys learning
about other cultures. She currently resides in the Irmo/Chapin area with her husband, Brian, and their four children.
Jacq is proud to be a member of the Rotary Club of Lake Murray-Irmo and embraces the “service above self” motto and
received the four way test award in 2013. As the executive director of Keep the Midlands Beautiful, Jacq is committed
to the mission of Keep the Midlands Beautiful; to engage, inspire and educate the Midlands to invest in our community
through litter prevention, recycling and beautification.

LCSC LAUNCHES A WATERSHED SIGN DESIGN CONTEST
The Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium is providing a contest in which Lexington County middle and high school students can
compete to design roadway signs that identify our watersheds. Participating students will create designs that portrays the watershed in which
their school is located.
Judges, comprised of members and partners of the LCSC, will consider
the message of each design, its content, and degree of creativity in determining winners. Four designs, one for each of the four major watersheds in Lexington County, will be made into signs and placed along
public roadways in each watershed.
The contest will run through March and April, 2016. Contest winners
will be honored at the Spring Banquet of the Lexington Soil and Water
Conservation District to be held on May 20th.

Watersheds in Lexington County Named in Red
Volume 1, Issue 1

Click on the link below for full information on this contest.
http://www.lcswc.com/2016/02/watershed-sign-design-contestlexington-county-schools/
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ANOTHER GREEN IS CLEAN EVENT! APRIL 23 rd

Next LCSC Quarterly Meeting
The Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium will hold its next quarterly meeting on
Wednesday, May 18, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the City of Cayce Council Chambers.
LCSC Members and Educational Partners will receive an Outlook Calendar invitation for this
meeting.
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Contact Information
Lexington County Public Works
Attn: Environmental Coordinator
440 Ballpark Road
Lexington, SC 29072-2240
Phone: 803-785-8634

The Lexington Countywide Stormwater
Consortium (LCSC) is comprised of the
communities of Cayce, South Congaree,
Springdale, West Columbia, Irmo, Pine
Ridge, Lexington, and Lexington County.
We seek to protect Lexington County’s
waterways and natural resources for the
benefit and enjoyment of our citizens.

We’re on the web LCSWC.com
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