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Keeping you informed about stormwater issues and Lexington Countywide
Stormwater Consortium activities

WATERSHED SIGN DESIGN CONTEST WINNERS
Inside This Issue

Micaela Privette 12th Grade

Kolby Craps & Ke’Shoun Williams 8th Grade

River Bluff High School

Batesburg-Leesvillle Middle School

The Lexington Soil and Water Conservation District (LSWCD) held its annual awards
banquet at T&S Farms in Batesburg on May 12, 2016 to recognize winners of their
Youth Photography Contest and Young Farmer of the Year Award. Winners of
the Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium's (LCSC) Watershed Sign Design
Contest and their guests were also invited and honored at this banquet.
Sheri Armstrong, Lexington County Public Works Stormwater Manager, described the
contest inviting schools to design signs to be posted along roadways within our four
major watersheds that identify them. The intent is to inform the public that everyone lives in a watershed. The message on the signs to "Keep it Clean" is meant to
instill pride and to refrain from polluting the land so that our watersheds remain beautiful, and our receiving waterways become cleaner. She explained that
the winning designs for the contest will be used in all four watersheds and that she
is working with the South Carolina Department of Transportation to have the signs
installed as soon as possible.
Every aspect of this venue from the invitations, decorations, delicious meal catered
by Shealy's Barbeque, to the beautiful certificates of recognition and crisp new bills
in the cash award given to each winner were the work of Tina Blum, Administrative
Assistant of the Lexington Soil and Water Conservation District.
The LSWCD is an active educational partner with the LCSC. In addition to providing
the banquet, the LSWCD Director, Carolyn Hefner, served as a judge for the sign
contest along with Jane Hiller (Green Steps Schools), Jacqueline Buck (Keep the
Midlands Beautiful), Sheri Armstrong, Lexington County Stormwater Manager and
LCSC community volunteer, Ed Siggelko.
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Meet “Fennel” A Record-Breaking Pet
When Mr. Gary Dooley walked through the door of Lexington County
Animal Services and picked out a white/brown male Shih Tzu he
named “Fennel” on June 15, 2016, all the bells and whistles went
off! With this adoption, Lexington County Animal Services met a
goal set at the beginning of last fiscal year for 800 pet adoptions in
one year......the highest ever! This accomplishment was recognized
by awarding Mr. Dooley the 4th quarter of the year prize.....a Doggie Dooley pet septic system that will help Mr. Dooley keep his yard
free from any "deposits" that Fennel might make. "Doggie Dooley" is
the brand name for a handy pet waste disposal & treatment system that owners install underground with just the lid showing above
ground. With a flip of the lid, pet waste can be scooped up and
tossed into the Doggie Dooley along with some water and a digester
tablet/powder (available at pet stores). This product eliminates
the possibility of getting doggie doo on shoes and also keeps it from being washed into a storm
drain.
Storm drains empty directly into the nearest waterway and carry any pollutants that rain
washes into it, including animal waste, downstream. Over 40% of all Midlands waterways have
unacceptable levels of fecal contamination that must be monitored and controlled by local
stormwater staff. Ways to keep our rivers, streams and lakes safe for fishing, swimming and
recreation is for dog owners to properly dispose of their pet's waste by either bagging it in a
plastic bag, tying a good knot in the bag and putting it in the trash (Trashing the Poop) or using
a pet septic system.
Animal Services gives every pet adopter a leash bag holder to use to keep a plastic bag ready
when they walk their dogs, and every quarter, one new pet owner can win a Doggie Dooley in a
raffle drawing. Prizes are contributed by the Public Works Stormwater Department.

Doggie Dooley Winner
Every pet adoption is a victory for the animal that is
adopted. That fact was not wasted on the happy folks in
the photo who adopted “Lana”, a female black Lab pup
from Lexington County Animal Services. Mr. Casy Hillman
was also a lucky winner of a Doggie Dooley when his name
was drawn in a quarterly prize drawing at Lexington County
Animal Services. Congratulations, Mr. Hillman and family!
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Trash the Poop Display at the Blowfish Stadium
On June 21, 2016 the Lexington Blowfish
invited fans to bring their four-legged
friends to cheer, and “woof,” the Blowfish on to victory when they played Wilson Tobs. At this Bark in the Park
event, the Lexington County Public
Works Stormwater Division set up a display staffed by members of the Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium
(LCSC) to present the Trash the Poop
program. Dog owners who attended the
game had a chance to win a membership
to the Town of Lexington’s Paw Park
and/or a Doggie Dooley pet-septic system. A demonstration of how to properly bag and dispose of dog waste was
presented, and each dog owner was
given a free bag holder to attach to their dog's leash to use to “Trash the Poop” when walking the dog.
Lexington County Public Works Director, Wrenn Barrett, was on hand to throw out the first
pitch, and Lexington County Stormwater Manager, Sheri Armstrong, addressed the fans through
the public address system at the stadium on the importance
of trashing your pet’s waste.
A program that provides free pet waste stations to
neighborhoods or organizations was also presented. The waste stations dispense plastic bags for dog
walkers to use to collect their dog's waste. The only requirements for a neighborhood, business or organization to
receive a station are to provide a trash receptacle at or
near their waste station, empty it frequently and restock
the station with plastic bags.
Why is pet waste a concern? When stormwater washes into storm drains, it flows directly into
streams, lakes and rivers. It is not treated at a wastewater
treatment plant. These waterways can become contaminated
with fecal matter from dogs. In order to keep our waterways
fecal-matter free, all dog owners should trash the poop! For
information on speakers, workshops, and events of the
Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium, visit
www.LCSWC.com. For the 2016 Lexington Blowfish Baseball
schedule,
tickets
and
information
visit
www.goblowishbaseball.com
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7th Annual Summer Celebration of Water

.

Join the City of Columbia, Richland County, and Lexington County for the 7 th annual Summer
Celebration of Water at Riverfront Park in Columbia on Saturday August 27 from 10:00 a.m. –
2:00 p.m. This water-themed festival provides residents of the Midlands with free access to
kayaking, boating, and paddle boarding on the Columbia Canal as well as kid-friendly water
slides and splash activities. Exhibits feature hands-on learning activities to demonstrate ways
that everyone can care for our waterways so that they remain beautiful, swimmable and fishable.
Community volunteers are needed to staff this Festival. To volunteer, contact Jennifer Satterthwaite at jdsatterthwaite@columbiasc.net or at (803) 545-0184. Visit
www.SummerCelebrationofWater.com for more information .
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Rain Barrel Making for 5th Graders
Two 5th grade teachers from Gilbert Elementary School who
serve on their Green Steps Schools Green Team invited Sheri
Armstrong, Lexington County Stormwater Manager to do a
demonstration of how to make a rain barrel. On May 25th,
2016, Ms. Armstrong and the Stormwater Outreach Assistant,
Mary Hite, had a lot of fun showing the two combined 5th
grade classes and their teachers how easy it is to turn a giant
pickle barrel into a rain barrel with the use of a few hand
tools and hardware. During the demonstration, Ms. Armstrong
explained how using a rain barrel helps to keep our waterways
cleaner while having available free water for gardening,
cleaning or any use except drinking.
It was rewarding to see lots of hands raised to answer questions and to ask some as well. Students gathered around to
get a closer look at the barrel that will collect water at their
school to reduce stormwater pollutants from entering a waterway near the school and to provide a source of water. The teachers helped their school to become a bit "greener" with the addition of a rain barrel, and had an activity to report for their
participation in the Green Steps School program, an outreach of Sonoco Recycling.

Lexington County Green Steps Schools Receive Awards
Jane Hiller, Green Steps Schools Coordinator, announced that the following
Lexington County Schools received awards at the Green Steps Awards Ceremony held in June. Congratulations to the Green Steps Teams in each school
that planned and worked with students to complete environmental projects
that helped their schools to be more "green" in 2016. For information and
photos on the projects and goals attained, click on the links below.
Deerfield Elementary School
Gilbert Elementary School
Meadow Glen Middle School

desgreensteps.weebly.com
http://ges.lexington1.net/greensteps-wpdraft/
http://mgms.lexington1.net/about/green-schools-initiative/

Pleasant Hill Elementary School http://phes.lexington1.net/greensteps-initiative/
River Bluff High http://rbhs.lexington1.net/green-steps/ http://rbhs.lexington1.net/3137-2/
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E-Waste & Paper Shred Event on August 27th

Electronic Recycling Event (includes Paper Shredding)
August 27, 2016 (Saturday) from 9am - 2pm
Gilbert Elementary School—(314 Main Street, Gilbert)
For more information Call (803) 785-3340 or email rvandergeest@lex-co.com

Storm Drain Tagging Outreach in Chapin
The Chapin Garden Club featured its storm drain tagging of neighborhoods in Chapin
at a June Conference. Information of the role this activity plays in alerting the public to refrain from dumping anything down storm drains in order to keep pollutants
out of waterways was circulated June 5-11 as follows reaching over an estimated
850 people.


through the library



the chamber of commerce of Chapin newsletter



The Mayor’s weekly newsletter that runs in the paper and on a message board at
Town Hall.

Next LCSC Quarterly Meeting
The Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium will hold its next quarterly
meeting on Wednesday, November 16, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the
Town of Irmo.
LCSC Members and Educational Partners will receive an Outlook
tion for this meeting.
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Calendar invita-

Contact Information
Lexington County Public Works
Attn: Environmental Coordinator
440 Ballpark Road
Lexington, SC 29072-2240
Phone: 803-785-8634

The Lexington Countywide Stormwater
Consortium (LCSC) is comprised of the
communities of Cayce, South Congaree,
Springdale, West Columbia, Irmo, Pine
Ridge, Lexington, and Lexington County.
We seek to protect Lexington County’s
waterways and natural resources for the
benefit and enjoyment of our citizens.

We’re on the web LCSWC.com
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