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Keeping you informed about stormwater issues and Lexington Countywide
Stormwater Consortium activities

Meet India Woodson, Environmental Coordinator
India Woodson started her naval career
as a Hospital Corpsman when she left
her home town of Memphis Tennessee
after graduating high school in 1982.
Her travels took her to Marine and
Navy bases along the East and Gulf
coasts as well as Italy. She has been an
International Society of Arboriculture
Certified Arborist for over 17 years and
received her degree in horticulture in
1991 after spending several years in
India Woodson
Beaufort South Carolina. She has been
active as a volunteer with the Georgia Urban Forest Council on their Board of Directors and served as its President in 2012. She recently retired as DeKalb County Arborist in 2014 and joined the City of Decatur as the first Landscape Infrastructure
Coordinator/Arborist. While working as the first staff arborist, she performed construction tree preservation plan review, implemented the Community Forest Management Plan and taught Decatur Trees 101, an educational program for residents and
design professionals.
India joined Lexington County Public Works Stormwater Division as the Environmental Coordinator in August, 2016.

FREE PET WASTE STATIONS
Bagging pet waste and disposing of it in the trash is the best way to obey
Lexington County Animal Control Ordinance Section 10-34(i) “The
owner of every pet shall be responsible for the removal of any excreta deposited by the pet on public walks and ways, recreation
areas or private property.” Pet waste left on the ground is adding to the
impairment of our waterways. When it rains, pet waste bacteria and parasites are washed down storm drains into the nearest waterway. The Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium makes it easier for people with
pets to conform to this law by providing a free pet waste station to organizations, churches, businesses, municipalities and homeowners associations
to install in areas where people walk their pets. Each station comes with
signage to explain its purpose and a plastic bag dispenser. Click here for
information on how to obtain a pet waste station and the requirements to
own one. Inform your neighborhood association.

Inside This
Mutt Mingle
Outreach for
Dog Lovers

2

Mutt Mingle in
Gibson Park

2

Congaree Creek
Watershed Grant

3

7th Annual
Summer
Celebration of
Water

4

Cooking Oil
Recycling &
Trash the Grease

5

Kinley Creek Watershed Sign Project
Recycle A Variety of Items
Eagle Scout Storm
Drain Tagging
Project in County
Next LCSC
Quarterly Meeting

5

6

6

6

Important Dates
February 15,
2017—Next LCSC
Quarterly
Meeting in West
Columbia

MUTT MINGLE OUTREACH EVENT FOR DOG LOVERS
During October, Lexington County, Richland County and City of Columbia
Stormwater Management educators, launched a series of interactive displays in public venues that are frequented by dog walkers to encourage
dog owners to Trash the Poop!
Each event drew it’s share of cuter-than-ever pups and mature doggies
and their loving owners. The idea was to make people laugh at the inevitability that dogs will poop and how to handle that gracefully and in a
way that improves public health and the health of our waterways.
Attendees received a bag holder to attach to their leash. They got a
chance to win a prize basket full of doggie treats and treasures from Pet
Supermarket, Pet Supplies, Inc., Petco and Tractor Supply Co. or a gift
certificate for dog grooming from Mud Puppies . They were then drawn
into a discussion of how pet waste that is not put in the trash, but stays
on the ground, walkways and streets finds its way into our waterways and
contaminates them when the next rainstorm sends pet waste down a
storm drain. A demonstration of how to bag and trash pet waste was
done. This was highlighted by a friendly game of “toss the Poop” in which
Play-Doh made to look like poop patties were tossed into buckets for
points. No one felt blamed, but rather everyone learned in a humorous way!
[

LEXINGTON COUNTY MUTT MINGLE EVENT IN GIBSON PARK—OCT. 13

Mutt Mingle Team & Guests at Gibson Park

“Toss the Poop” Game

Prizes and Winners
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Congaree Creek Watershed Grant

Residents of Lexington County who live in the Congaree Creek Watershed (gray areas of the map
above) now have access to a grant funded in part by the US Environmental Protection Agency under a Section 319 grant through SC DHEC to improve the quality of the waters of the Congaree
Creek. Funds are available to:
1. help pay for approved septic tank repairs or replacements for failing systems in the Congaree
Creek Watershed. A minimum of 60% of the cost of septic system repairs/replacement may be
covered by this grant.
2. help pay for approved Agricultural Best Management Practices in the Congaree Creek Watershed. 60% of agricultural practices that can improve water quality may be covered by this
grant. Farmers and hobby farmers may apply for assistance.
Applicants may also apply for a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) that would pay the
total costs for those who qualify. For more information, contact India Woodson, Environmental
Coordinator (803) 785-8634 or by email at iwoodson@lex-co.com. To view application click here.
To view brochure click here.
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7th ANNUAL SUMMER CELEBRATION OF WATER

.

Despite the challenges posed by the “1,000 Year Storm” that flooded the Midlands in October 2015, the 7th
Annual Summer Celebration of Water was conducted on August 28, 2016. This festival is a salute to National Water Quality Month and emphasizes the importance of clean water to the quality and health of our
lives. It is jointly conducted by Lexington County, Richland County & City of Columbia Stormwater Management teams. This year approximately 1,000 visitors attended and got involved in the fun of water sports, a
selection of interesting tours and a variety of interactive exhibits. The event layout this year included the
area of Riverfront Park from the parking lot to the river with exhibitors lining the promenade. The area
near the historic pump house and the open field on the far side of the river were undergoing repairs from
damage caused by the flood. A marvelous new dock was built to allow guests to get down to the river (6feet lower than last year) and board kayaks, canoes and stand-up paddleboards. Food trucks provided a
variety of refreshments. A host of volunteers helped out and were treated to a free lunch from Mario’s
Pizza.
New features included tours of Columbia’s Water Plant; history of the Columbia Canal; and a tour of wild
life along the canal. Kids cooled off on waterslides and splash pads and got free face paintings! Over 50
prizes donated by local businesses were won by attendees with the free ticket they were given at the entrance. They also received water all day in a handy collapsible water bottle as well as a variety of items
such as a lid to cover a grease can; a rain gauge; playing cards that feature water facts; and more!
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COOKING OIL RECYCLING
TRASH THE GREASE & STOP THE CLOG

Used cooking oil is recycled into biofuel, by Midlands Biofuel

TRASH THE GREASE

STOP THE CLOG!

Cooking grease is a major culprit in broken sewer lines and clogged pipes when it is poured down the
kitchen drain. Broken sewer lines lead to sewage on the ground that leads to sewage in the nearest waterway as it makes its way to a storm drain. By simply pouring cooking fat into a can or jar and capping it
with a plastic re-useable lid provided by the Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium, you can save

expensive plumbing bills to unclog a pipe and prevent sewer line breaks. Get your lid from the
Environmental Coordinator at Public Works at 440 Ball Park Road, and don’t forget to wipe out
that pan with a paper towel before washing it! For the full story click here.

KINLEY CREEK WATERSHED SIGN PROJECT
Gregory Sprouse, Midlands Council of
Governments, reported:

A group of students at Leaphart Elementary School participated in a watershed
project. They learned watershed concepts,
and the project culminated in the design
of Kinley Creek Watershed Signs to be installed at Leaphart Elementary School &
Seven Oaks Park to educate the public.
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RECYCLE A VARIETY OF ITEMS
DON’T MISS THE NEXT OPPORTUNITY TO RECYCLE
EVERYTHING FROM PAPER
TO HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE.
Check out the Lexington
County Website’s Solid
Waste Management Recycling Page - Click here.

EAGLE SCOUT HEADS STORM DRAIN TAGGING PROJECT IN COUNTY
DATE:

August 16, 2016

TROOP:

Lexington United Methodist Church

Troop

#507

A group of 10 boy scouts headed by an Eagle Scout who needed to
do a community service project tagged 158 storm drains in several
of Lexington County Subdivisions. Storm drain tags alert the public
not to dump anything down a storm drain because the drain leads
directly to a waterway.

Neon shirts and Scout Master
involvement promote safety

Next LCSC Quarterly Meeting
The Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium will hold its next quarterly meeting on Wednesday, February 15, 2017 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the City of
West Columbia.
LCSC Members and Educational Partners will receive an Outlook Calendar invitation
for this meeting.
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Contact Information
Lexington County Public Works
Attn: India Woodson
Environmental Coordinator
440 Ballpark Road
Lexington, SC 29072-2240

The Lexington Countywide Stormwater
Consortium (LCSC) is comprised of the
communities of Cayce, South Congaree,
Springdale, West Columbia, Irmo, Pine
Ridge, Lexington, and Lexington County.
We seek to protect Lexington County’s
waterways and natural resources for the
benefit and enjoyment of our citizens.

We’re on the web LCSWC.com
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