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Keeping you informed about stormwater issues and Lexington Countywide
Stormwater Consortium activities

FRIGID RECYCLING EVENT IN CITY OF CAYCE
While the Midlands of South Carolina had one of the
mildest winters on record in 2017, on January 7th, the
temperature dipped into the 20s in the morning, and
freezing snow fell. This was the day that the first Lexington County Electronic waste (E-waste) and paper
shredding event of 2017 was held at the Municipal
Complex of the City of Cayce from 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
Rick VanDerGeest, hardy Recycling Coordinator with Lexington County Solid Waste
was not daunted by the weather. Equally hardy volunteers and Monique Ocean,
Planning and Zoning Tech for the City of Cayce were out in the bitterest of conditions
to set up before the event. Despite the weather, they held fast to their commitment to
provide a way for Cayce residents to recycle electronics that had been piling up and to
shred paper. This event resulted in 200 cars full of residents dropping off 4.5 tons of
E-waste (old TVs, computers & accessories, monitors, printers DVD players, FAX machines, gaming
systems, phones, VCRs and more) and 1.4 tons of
paper that was shredded onsite.
This collection
shows that residents welcome recycling events held
in their towns, despite the weather.

RAIN BARREL WORKSHOP FOR LEXINGTON COUNTY RESIDENTS
DATE:

MAY 26, 2017

TIME:

9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.

PLACE:

Lexington County
Fire Services
436 Ball Park Road
Lexington, SC

FEE:

Turn this pickle barrel

Into a rain barrel for your home

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 25 PAID REGISTRANTS

$25.00 for materials
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RESPONSIBLE NEIGHBORHOODS ARE TRASHING THE POOP
The word has gotten out that Lexington County Public Works Stormwater Division has
FREE pet waste stations for neighborhoods to install in areas where people walk their
dogs. These stations dispense plastic bags for dog walkers to use to pick up their pooch’s
poop and take it to the trash. Pet waste left on the ground is a major contributor to pollution of our waterways when stormwater runoff washes the doggy duty into the nearest
storm drain and out to our waterways. And let’s face it, no one likes to step in that stuff.
Recently, the following neighborhoods have installed our
free Pet waste stations in their common areas:


Waverly Place (one pet waste station)



Creekside Farms (three pet waste stations)

Home Owner’s Associations that want a pet waste station for their neighborhoods
should schedule a presentation by the Environmental Coordinator, India Woodson
at (803) 785-6054 or iwoodson@lex-co.com

INTRODUCING CARROLL WILLIAMSON, CITY OF CAYCE’S NEW
ADMINISTRATOR
Carroll Williamson is the Planning and Development Director for the City of
Cayce. He supervises a hard-working staff that issues construction permits and
business licenses, enforces Cayce’s code of ordinances, and monitors stormwater runoff, among many other things. Prior to working for the City of Cayce,
Carroll was the Land Development Administrator for Richland County. He
holds a master’s degree in public administration from USC, master’s degree in
horticulture from NC State University, and a bachelor’s degree in Natural Resources from Sewanee.

IT WAS “HUGE”!: A RECYCLING EVENT IN BATESBURG-LEESVILLE
On Saturday morning, March 11,
2017, 410 cars lined up to drive
through the parking lot of Southern
Tool Works, in Batesburg-Leesville to
safely recycle the following items:


16.82 tons of electronics .



8.51 tons of old tires



5.85 tons of paper shredded

This was “Huge” for a 4-hour
recycling event in rural Lexington County.
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E-waste, tire & paper stations
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IDDE - A GRATE CONCERN
The National Pollution Discharge Elimination System Permit (NPDES), authorized by the Clean Water
Act, is a Federal program to control water pollution by regulating sources of pollution. It is administered
by each state and enforced in South Carolina by the Department of Health and Environmental Control
(DHEC).
The Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium (LCSC), works to assure that each stormwater program in Lexington County meets the short and long-term requirements of this Permit to
ensure safe water for drinking and recreation for the citizens of our County. A Permit requirement with which our citizens can assist is to detect and report occurrences of illicit discharges
into storm drains and to report them to the Lexington County Public Works Stormwater Division
for investigation and elimination. Recently, the Environmental Coordinator for Lexington
County acquired a program entitled IDDE—AGrate Concern to teach the public about Illicit
Discharge Detection and Elimination and how to recognize an illicit discharge and alert the Environmental Coordinator of it so that it can be addressed by the appropriate stormwater management office. Soon, a simple fill-in form to report an illicit discharge will be posted on the stormwater page of the Lexington County Website. If you are a member of an organization that would like a presentation on this topic, please contact
India Woodson, Environmental Coordinator at (803) 785-8634 or by email at iwoodson@lex-co.com .
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Earth Day founder Gaylord Nelson, then a U.S. Senator from Wisconsin, after witnessing the ravages of the 1969 massive oil spill in
Santa Barbara, California took action. Senator Nelson announced
the idea for a “national teach-in on the environment” to the national
media; persuaded Pete McCloskey, a conservation-minded Republican Congressman, to serve as his co-chair; and recruited Denis Hayes
from Harvard as national coordinator. Hayes built a national
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to of
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and auditoriums to demonstrate for a healthy, sustainable environment in massive coast-to-coast rallies. Earth Day 1970 achieved a
rare political alignment, enlisting support from Republicans and Democrats, rich and poor, city slickers and farmers, tycoons and labor
leaders. By the end of that year, the first Earth Day had led to the
creation of the United States Environmental Protection Agency and
the passage of the Clean Air, Clean Water, and Endangered Species Acts. “It was a gamble,” Gaylord recalled, “but it worked.”

For detailed information and flyers on each of the recycling events in the flyer
above, click on the hyperlink below and then on each individual event under
Green is Clean Month. Be part of the movement in 2017!
http://www.lex-co.sc.gov/departments/DeptRZ/solidwaste/Pages/GreenIsClean.aspx

Page 3

Water Watch

WELLNESS FAIR
Display at Lexington Medical Center Health Directions
January 26, 2017
India Woodson, Lexington County Environmental Coordinator and Rick
VanDerGeest , Lexington County Recycling Coordinator shared a table display at the Lexington Medical Center Health Directions facility. Their display represented the Environmental Dimension of Wellness, one of the seven
dimensions of Wellness: Physical, Emotional, Intellectual, Social, Spiritual,
Environmental, and Occupational:
India promoted the 319 Congaree Creek Watershed Grant, Trash the Poop,
and the upcoming Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium Rain Barrel Workshop. Rick promoted recycling, and the compost & mulch provided
at the Edmond Landfill. 80—100 people attended.

[

JOHN OXNER, LEXINGTON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT DIRECTOR
First of all I want to thank the Lexington Soil and Water Commissioners for putting their
trust in me as their District Manager. I’m humbled by the opportunity to assist Lexington County residents with Soil and Water Conservation projects and educational programming.
I grew up in Leesville near the Traffic Circle, went to Batesburg Leesville High and then
to Clemson University for a Bachelors of Science in Animal Industries and a Minor in
Production Agriculture. I also have a Master of Agriculture Education from Clemson
University. I began my career with the Clemson Extension Service in 1983 in Allendale
County. The next 25+ years served Kershaw, Richland, Lexington and Aiken Counties
and retired in 2009. During those years, I provided mainly agronomy, livestock, home horticulture and natural resources programs.
After retirement from Clemson Extension, My wife and I embarked on relatively new concept in the Midlands Area in
a Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) enterprise. Our farm produced vegetables for weekly basket distribution
and beef, pork, lamb, turkeys, chickens and eggs for local sales. We also provided our produce and meats to some local
restaurants.
Since retirement, I have operated Big Moon Farm LLC – Consulting a Precision Agriculture soil sampling business for
farmers. This allow producers to apply the need amounts of lime and nutrients to the soil for proper plant growth in
field zones to reduce fertilizer and lime inputs reducing cost and the possibility of runoff and/or unwanted leaching.
I look forward to working I the schools to provide soil and water educational information to Lexington County students
as well as conservation of our natural resources. I plan to have programs and short courses covering issues related to
bee keeping, ponds, backyard poultry, high tunnel greenhouses and cover crops.
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Congaree Creek Watershed Grant is Helping Residents and Farmers

Residents of Lexington County who live in the Congaree Creek Watershed (gray areas of the map above) now
have access to a grant funded in part by the US Environmental Protection Agency under a Section 319 grant
through SC DHEC to improve the quality of the waters of the Congaree Creek. Funds are available to:
1. help pay for approved septic tank repairs or replacements for failing systems in the Congaree Creek Watershed. A minimum of 60% of the cost of septic system repairs/replacement may be covered by this grant.
2. help pay for approved Agricultural Best Management Practices in the Congaree Creek Watershed. 60% of
agricultural practices that can improve water quality may be covered by this grant. Farmers and hobby
farmers may apply for assistance.
Applicants may also apply for a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) that would pay the total costs
for those who qualify. For more information, contact India Woodson, Environmental Coordinator (803) 7858634 or by email at iwoodson@lex-co.com. To view application click here.
To view brochure click here.

* To date, eight applications for septic system repair and one application for a
septic-to-sewer conversion are being processed.
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Contact Information
Lexington County Public Works
Attn: India Woodson
Environmental Coordinator
440 Ballpark Road
Lexington, SC 29072-2240
Phone: 803-785-8634
Email: iwoodson@lex-co.com
The Next Meeting of the Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium
will be held at the Town of South Congaree on Wednesday, May 17 from
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Outlook invitations will be sent to participants

The Lexington Countywide Stormwater
Consortium (LCSC) is comprised of the
communities of Cayce, South Congaree,
Springdale, West Columbia, Irmo, Pine
Ridge, Lexington, and Lexington County.
We seek to protect Lexington County’s
waterways and natural resources for the
benefit and enjoyment of our citizens.

We’re on the web LCSWC.com
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