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Keeping you informed about stormwater issues and Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium activities

ENVIRONMENTAL WELLNESS FOR NEIGHBORHOODS
Have you noticed how clean your neighborhood looks after a
rain storm? That’s the result of dirt, heavy metals, engine
fluids, dog poop, trash, spittle, etc. on the ground being
washed into storm drains. While the neighborhood and your
vehicles look cleaner, that filth and bacteria-laden mixture
ends up in the nearest waterway. A storm drain is not a hole
in the ground that goes to a water treatment plant. Instead
it goes untreated from the storm drain, through the drainage pipe directly into a local creek, stream, lake or river.
This is why Lexington County’s Environmental Coordinator,
India Woodson, speaks to neighborhood groups on behalf of
the Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium (LCSC).
She calls her 20-minute presentation, Environmental Wellness. There are seven aspects of
wellness (physical, emotional, intellectual, social, spiritual, occupational and environmental)
that, if personally observed, will improve your quality of life. However, environmental wellness is a shared responsibility, and cannot be realized without the help of others to bring
about simple changes so that everyone can enjoy cleaner, healthier waterways and neighborhoods. For example, if pet owners would all pick up after their dogs, bag the pet waste, and
put it in the trash, one source of water pollution would be reduced.
Ms. Woodson speaks to Neighborhood Associations (NAs) and Neighborhood Watch groups to offer free pet waste stations that dispense bags
used to pick up pet waste. Representatives of NAs who agree to install
the station(s) and stock them with bags can receive one free pet waste
station from the Consortium for every 150 houses for placement in separate locations.

Inside This

Issue

Green is Clean 2
Month (April)
Event Results

Mutt Mingle
Displays

3

Presentation 4
for “Young at
Heart”
Public Works
4
Week Features
Rain Barrel
Workshop

Volunteers Who 5
Make Our Mission Work
8th Annual

Summer Celebration of Water

6

Next, she presents Storm Drain Tagging, another free service of the Consortium. Storm drain tags reduce the possibility of people dumping anything down a storm drain. Volunteers receive training and equipment to
affix a decal on each storm drains in a neighborhood with the wording “NO DUMPING…
DRAINS TO STREAM” on the decal. Ms. Woodson informs the group that pollutants such
as paint, motor oil, grass clippings, leaves, fertilizers, food, pet waste, etc., are illicit discharges into the drainage system and violate a Lexington County ordinance that can be enforced by County Code Enforcement officers.

Next LCSC
Quarterly
Meeting

Her last point is How to Recognize and Report an Illicit Discharge. The County has a form
that individuals can use to report a illicit discharge so that it can be investigated and eliminated. Hover over the following URL and click to see the form: https://www.cognitoforms.com/
LexingtonCounty1/IllicitDischargeReportingForm This report goes only to Ms. Woodson’s
email, and she follows up on all violations. .

Important Dates

To schedule an Environmental Wellness presentation for your Neighborhood Association, Neighborhood Watch group or other organization, please contact Ms.
Woodson at iwoodson@lex-co.com or call her at (803) 785-8634.
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August 26, Electronic
Recycling - 538 Martin Neese Rd. Swansea
August 17, LCSC
Meeting—Springdale

GREEN IS CLEAN MONTH EVENT RESULTS
Rick VanDerGeest, Recycling Coordinator for Lexington County reported that April 2017 was
a record month for Green is Clean events. Below is the data on recycling events held at the
United Methodist Church in Chapin and at White Knoll High School in Lexington . Backyard
Garden Day featured composting and was held at Red Bank Crossing on South Lake Drive in
Lexington.

April 08 - Recycling Event
Electronics Recycling & Paper Shred – United Methodist Church, Chapin
E-waste collected for recycling
( 10
tons )
Paper shredded
( 0.65 tons )
Number of vehicles at event
(214 vehicles )

April 22– Backyard Garden Day
Compost and Compost Bin Sale - Red Bank Crossing
Compost sold
( 55 tons )
Compost bins pre-ordered and Sold
( 25 )
Number vehicles at event
( 75 vehicles)

April 29 – Recycle Day
Electronics, HHW & Paper Shred - White Knoll High School
E-Waste collected for recycling
( 11.01 tons )
Household hazardous waste collected for disposal (
9.9 tons )
Pesticides collected for safe disposal
( 2.5 tons )
Paper shredded
( 4.9 tons)
Number of pairs of shoes recycled
( 100.0 pairs)
Number of vehicles at event
( 850 vehicles )
Mr. VanDerGeest emphasizes that the Edmond Landfill located at 498 Landfill Lane in Lexington is open Monday through Saturday from 7:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. to accept most types of
waste, however pesticides and household hazardous waste must be collected only at the special events.
Also, Lexington County has 11 Collection and Recycling Centers available throughout Lexington County
where residents can bring recyclable items and waste for proper disposal. For details on the services available through Lexington County Solid Waste Management and locations and times for the Collection & Recycling Centers visit:

http://www.lex-co.sc.gov/departments/DeptRZ/solidwaste/Pages/index.aspx
Additionally, compost and mulch are made at the landfill and are sold there at low cost to the public.
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MUTT MINGLES DISPLAYS
During the month of June, 2017, environmental professionals from
Lexington County, the City of Columbia and Richland County took
to the streets and parks to play some educational games with dog
owners. They engaged the public in discussion of the reason why
picking up after their dogs keeps our waterways cleaner. These
event resulted in dog lovers of all ages learning about the pet waste
stations that make it easier for them to get access to a bag when
they need to pick up their dog’s waste and have forgotten to bring a
bag. They were also given free plastic bag holders that clip to a
leash so that they could always have a bag available.
Educators stressed the importance of getting
dog waste off the ground so that it doesn't
wash into storm drains to pollute streams. Attendees were given a
“Trash the Poop” brochure for more details. A "teachable moment"
was provided by a spin-the-wheel game that attracted people to the
display. Players needed to correctly answer a question on topics related to air & water quality, as well as recycling and energy conservation. Children and adults participated and had fun while winning
prizes such as rubber ducks and water bottles to enhance the theme of
cleaner water resulting from trashing the poop! A special drawing at
the conclusion of this event resulted in a large prize basket from Pet
Supermarket and bags of organic dog food and a dog bed from Pet Supplies Plus going to lucky winners who had entered the drawing.

Mutt Mingles display held June 1
at Boyd Plaza as part of the City’s
First Thursday events on Main
Street in Columbia.
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White Knoll Pet Resort and Spa
in Lexington County hosted
Mutt Mingles on June 8th from
4—7 p.m. during their grand
opening week.

Winner of doggie bed
at N. Springs Park,
Richland County

North Springs Park in Richland
County was the site of Mutt Mingles held on June 15th.
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PRESENTATION for the “YOUNG AT HEART”
Rick VanDerGeest, Recycling Coordinator and India
Woodson, Environmental Coordinator for Lexington County
provided presentations for the June meeting of the Young
At Heart” seniors of St. David Lutheran Church in West Columbia. They were treated to a bountiful buffet lunch of
home-cooked food and an inspiring “Father’s Day” devotional. Pat Minemier, President of Young at Heart, then welcomed and introduced Ms. Woodson and Mr. VanDerGeest to
the 56 people in attendance.
Ms. Woodson personalized her Environmental Wellness Power Point by putting the name of the church and organization on her first slide. She was
warmly welcomed and everyone enjoyed learning about stormwater issues
and best management practices. Mr. VanDerGeest followed with information about What and Where to Recycle in Lexington County. He made
known the availability of compost and mulch made at the Edmond Landfill.
His announcement that a new Collection /Recycling Center would soon be
built on Dooley Road interested many who live in that area. A host of questions were asked and answered by both presenters. The program ended with
a drawing of bags of compost, rain gauges and notebooks from the speakers,
much to the enjoyment of all in attendance.
[

PUBLIC WORKS WEEK FEATURED A RAIN BARREL WORKSHOP
The National theme for Public Works Week, 2017 is “Public Works Connects Us.” The week not only
included a special day of fun, food, recreation and reflection on goals met and future goals for the staff
of Lexington County Public Works, it also included a rain barrel workshop held for the residents of Lexington County on Friday, May 26th sponsored by the Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium.
The class filled up quickly with 26 people who made rain barrels to harvest rain water for many uses
at their homes. Lexington County Public Works Stormwater Manager, Sheri Armstrong and Environmental Coordinator, India Woodson along with stormwater professionals from municipalities that make
up the Consortium led the class and helped attendees to make their rain barrels.
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VOLUNTEERS WHO MAKE OUR MISSION WORK
The Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium exists to protect waterways in Lexington
County from pollution caused by residential and business activitiy to protect our natural resources
for the benefit and enjoyment of the citizens of Lexington County. Its members do this through
water quality education, citizen involvement to encourage behavioral change, and doing whatever
is necessary to achieve clean and healthy tributaries, rivers and ground waters throughout Lexington County.
Volunteers are essential agents for change because they model the behaviors that are best management practices for improving water quality at the community level. They are needed to assist the
Consortium in its outreach programs such as tagging storm drains; helping at rain basrrel workshops; helping at the annual Summer Celebration of Water Festival, and to make pet waste stations for the Trash the Poop program. The volunteers pictured below, Ed Siggelko, and Phil Maas
are friends who joined forces to construct the pet waste stations needed for distribution by the
Consortium to neighborhoods, parks and dog-friendly businesses for the coming year or two. Mr.
Maas provided his fully equipped workshop and his skill to measure and cut the wood while Mr.
Siggelko put together 25 boxes for the stations that dispense plastic bags for the use of dog walkers. Mr. Siggelko has been a tireless volunteer at all types of consortium programs for the past
four years, and is now bringing others such as Mr. Maas to join in. THANKS, Ed and Phil!

PET WASTE STATION VOLUNTEERS AT WORK

Phil Maas Cutting Plywood

Ed Siggelko Building Pet
Waste Station Box

Phil Drilling Plywood

Pet Waste Station Box
Completed
Box with Open Lid
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COMING SOON -THE 8TH ANNUAL SUMMER CELEBRATION OF WATER

Mark your calendar for Saturday, August 26, to attend the 8th annual Summer Celebration of Water festival at Riverfront Park
in Columbia from 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. This water-filled festival
sponsored by Lexington County, Richland County and the City of
Columbia, provides an opportunity for Midlands residents to learn
about the importance of clean water by boating, canoeing and paddle boarding, free of charge, on the Columbia Canal. In the park,
children can enjoy splashing on a watery obstacle course and water
slide. Everyone will receive a free water bottle filled with City of
Columbia tap water to keep them hydrated while they play. Exhibits lining the promenade in the park will provide creative hands
-on activities that demonstrate the importance of water to our
lives. Several fascinating tours will also be scheduled in and
near the park. Surprises abound at Summer
Celebration of Water where visitors will receive
a ticket to win one of many prizes donated by
local businesses.
Don’t miss out!
Visit www.summercelebrationofwater.com, the
official festival website for all the details and
tips on how to get the most out of the festival
while keeping cool, safe and properly dressed to
get wet!
Do you need a volunteer opportunity this summer? Summer Celebration of Water needs you!
To learn more, contact Jennifer Satterthwaite,
Utilities Communications Coordinator, City of
Columbia, at jdsatterthwaite@columbiasc.net
or call her at (803) 545-0184. You can also
sign up online by visiting
www.volunteermatch.com .
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Contact Information
Lexington County Public
Works
Attn: India Woodson
Environmental Coordinator
440 Ballpark Road
Lexington, SC 29072-2240
The Next Meeting of the Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium
will be held at the Town of Springdale on Thursday, August 17, 2017 from
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Outlook invitations will be sent to participants
prior to the meeting

The Lexington Countywide Stormwater
Consortium (LCSC) is comprised of the
communities of Cayce, South Congaree,
Springdale, West Columbia, Irmo, Pine
Ridge, Lexington, and Lexington County.
We seek to protect Lexington County’s
waterways and natural resources for the
benefit and enjoyment of our citizens.

We’re on the web LCSWC.com
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