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Keeping you informed about stormwater issues and Lexington Countywide
Stormwater Consortium activities

UPCOMING RAIN BARREL WORKSHOP
On Friday, May 25th from
8:45 a.m.—12 p.m. The Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium is providing an opportunity for residents of Lexington County to
make and own a rain barrel.
See attached flyer for details.
Harvesting rain makes sense.
Rain water is free and abundant. It can be used to irrigate the garden or lawn,
wash vehicles, pets or dirty
tools and feet. If the power
goes out, this water can be
used to fill the tank in order
to flush a toilet.
Making a rain barrel is fun,
and using it to capture rain
water helps reduce pollutants from stormwater runoff
that endanger waterways.
After a short educational session held at the County EMS Training building, participants will make their way to the Public Works garages where stormwater professionals will assist them as needed to complete a 55 gallon rain barrel using a few pieces
of hardware and a power drill. It’s easy to do, and teens and adults of all ages can
do it. A commercially made rain barrel can cost from $75.00—$100.00, while this
workshop is offered for only $25.00. Space is limited, so please register early using
the flyer above to mail in your payment or call Tina Blum at the Lexington Soil and
Water Conservation District (803) 358-8679 or send an email to
tina.blum@sc.nacdnet.net .
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GREEN IS CLEAN MONTH RECYCLING EVENTS
Spring cleaning is a tradition that helps us unclutter our lives and improve the appearance of our homes and workplaces. But where does all
the “stuff” go when we remove it from our lives? Hopefully you re disposing of this “stuff” properly. One way for Lexington County residents
to ensure that some of the most hazardous substances stay out of our
waterways, air and soil is to take them to events being held in April
conducted by, Traude Sander, the Recycling Coordinator at Lexington
County Solid Waste Management to collect and properly dispose of household hazardous waste, electronics and paper. Make the most of your tax dollars by using these valuable resources below:

April 14 from 9 a.m— 1 p.m.

Electronic Recycling (Limited to 8 electronic items)

Chapin High School

*Paper (Limited to 5 bags or boxes)

300 Columbia Avenue
Chapin 29036

Household Hazardous Waste (Paint, fertilizer,
aerosols, mercury and batteries are examples.)

April 28 from 9 a.m.—1 p.m.

Electronic Recycling (Limited to 8 electronic items)

5643 White Knoll High School

*Paper (Limited to 5 bags or boxes)

Platt Springs Rd. Lexington 29073

Pesticides
Household Hazardous Waste (Paint, fertiizer, aerosols,
mercury and batteries are examples.)

Beautification of lawns and grounds improves the beauty of our County. Lexington County Solid Waste
Management can also help you save money on compost, mulch and compost bins during Green is Clean
Month at their Backyard Garden Day event:
Compost $2 for 40 lb. bag or
Backyard Garden Day

Black Mulch treated for insects $2 /bag.

Red Bank Crossing

Compost Bins $40 ea. Please pre-order to have ready

1070 South Lake Drive, Lexington 29073

for pick-up. (Call Traude Sander (803) 785-3340 or
tsander@lex-co.com)



Paper is shredded onsite.

For a full list of 2018 recycling events in Lexington County, please right click on the link below
and then open hyperlink and scroll down to April Events.
http://www.lex-co.sc.gov/departments/DeptRZ/solidwaste/Pages/index.aspx
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PET WASTE STATIONS FOR HULON GREENE
Hulon Greene is a beautiful retirement community located behind
Lexington Medical Center. On March 14, the Stormwater Outreach
Assistant was invited to present the Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium Pet Waste Station program to its Home Owners
Association (HOA) members. They were considering installing pet
waste stations for easy access to bags for their many dog walkers
to use to pick up and dispose of dog waste. After learning that
these stations are used more frequently when trash receptacles
are alongside or attached to the pet waste stations, the HOA
agreed to provide those receptacles and maintain them frequently. It was decided that two stations
would be needed. These were provided
free of charge by the Consortium. The Hulon Greene Maintenance Supervisor installed them in March.
Pet waste should always be disposed of in the trash where it can decompose safely in the landfill. Pet waste stations are a Best Management Practice to reduce pollution of our waterways that occurs when
pet waste is left on the ground and washed into storm drains during a
rain storm. Any HOA in Lexington County can apply to receive a pet
waste station from the Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium Ed. Campbell, HOA President
of Hulon Greene signs Pet
by contacting the Lexington County Environmental Coordinator or his Waste Station agreement.
assistant at (803) 785–8201.

CONGAREE CREEK 319 GRANT UPDATE
An important aspect of the Congaree Creek Watershed 319
Grant awarded to Lexington County Public Works Stormwater Division is to provide funding to assist owners of failing or failed septic systems living in this watershed to repair
or replace their systems to reduce bacteria from entering
the Congaree Creek. To date
more than 30 applications have
been received for assistance.
This was largely due to direct
mailing of a postcard to residents on septic systems in the watershed. In addition to the efforts of several Public Works staff,
additional help in getting this postcard out to thousands of residents was provided by residents of Carolina Gardens Senior Living in West Columbia arranged through their Activity Director,
Mel Barlow. Many thanks to these dedicated volunteers!
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MIDLANDS GREEN BUSINESS AT RIVERBANKS ZOO

that are available to the public. For several hours on this day parking spaces on Main Street and several other

There’s nothing quite as beautiful as Riverbanks Zoo in the morning!

What a treat for Midlands Green Business members to be invited to the Ndoki Lodge at Riverbanks Zoo for the quarterly
Green Business Breakfast to learn from the Green Team at
the Zoo about conservation practices used there. Members
learned that zoo staff receive training on the many “green”
practices to be observed at the zoo. For example, during
April, in observation of Earth Day, April 22, the Zoo is concentrating its efforts to inform the public of the dangers to wildlife and sea life posed by plastics. Throughout the year, visitors will not receive plastic bags in their gift shop, nor straws nor plastic lids in the restaurant.
Small compostable cups are now used by the many visitors in the bird area to feed nectar to the
lovely lorikeets. In addition to reducing plastic waste, the zoo reuses or recycles cardboard and
paper. Compost used on zoo grounds is made from elephant dung mixed with straw bedding.
Green Business members were able to view this process,
and learn what makes the zoo gardens bloom so beautifully!
Becoming a Midlands Green Business Member is easy and
can result in savings to companies that utilize green
business practices. Interested? Right click on the website below and open hyperlink to learn more:

www.MidlandsGreenBiz.com
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Midlands Green Business members enjoying the
quarterly breakfast meeting at Riverbanks Zoo
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TRASH THE POOP AT WAG-A-LONG WEDNESDAYS!
We live in a day and age when dog owners no
longer need to deny their pets the joy of
being taken out to the “old ball game.” At
least that is the case on six Wag-A-Long
Wednesday night baseball games at the
Fireflies Stadium in Columbia. On April 11th,
June 6th, June 27th, August 1st, August 8th and
August 29th dogs are welcome to come to the
game with their owners free of charge! At
each of those games representatives from
Trash the Poop, a program sponsored by
Lexington County, Richland County, and the
City of Columbia, will staff a kiosk to provide
leash bag dispensers and brochures to dog owners. These items encourage puppy parents to be

environmentally responsible by picking up after their dogs and depositing bagged pet waste in
the trash. After all, who wants to step in dog poop?! Not only does this simple action keep
the ground cleaner, it reduces bacterial pollution of waterways that occurs when animal waste
washes into storm drains during a rain storm. At Spirit Communications Park, they also require
that dog owners pick up after their pet and properly dispose of the waste on Wag-A-Long
Wednesdays.
Fireflies fans who come out to the game on June 6th can see a first pitch thrown at 7:05 p.m.
by the Stormwater Managers of Lexington County and the City of Columbia. On August 8th, a
first pitch will be thrown by a surprise Lexingtonian. Be sure to come early because our Trash
the Poop PSA will be shown on the big screen before the game!
It’s time that everyone learns that picking up after dogs shows love, not only to your pet, but
to your neighbors and our beautiful Midlands waterways. Remember, it goes in the trash
where it can safely degrade in a lined landfill and not travel into our local streams.
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Contact Information
Lexington County Public Works
Attn: Environmental Coordinator
440 Ballpark Road
Lexington, SC 29072-2240
Phone: 803-785-8201

The next meeting of the Lexington Countywide Stormwater Consortium will be held at the City of Cayce on May 17, 2018. An outlook invitation will be sent to participants prior to the meeting.

The Lexington Countywide Stormwater
Consortium (LCSC) is comprised of the
communities of Cayce, South Congaree,
Springdale, West Columbia, Irmo, Pine
Ridge, Lexington, and Lexington County.
We seek to protect Lexington County’s
waterways and natural resources for the
benefit and enjoyment of our citizens.

We’re on the web LCSWC.com
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